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POLICE — REWARDS OFFERED 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.02 pm]: Last weekend marked the 
twenty first anniversary of the disappearance of Gerard Ross. In 1997, 11-year-old Gerard was abducted on his 
way to a comic book shop in Rockingham. Two weeks later, his body was found at Karnup. A reward of 
$100 000 had been offered for information leading to the apprehension of his killer. On Sunday, I announced 
that an increased reward of $250 000 was now available to support police in solving this case. 
When we came to government, it was already clear that we were inheriting an outdated system of disparate 
rewards. Rewards that had been announced years ago had not been updated so that the amounts on offer had 
depreciated over time and were inconsistent. To address these concerns, a working group was set up to review the 
rewards system. It was confirmed that existing rewards warranted increasing and that the reward amounts offered 
in Western Australia had fallen behind those offered in other states. Informed by this work, state cabinet approved 
increased rewards of $250 000 in 10 cold-case homicides or suspicious disappearances, including that of 
Gerard Ross. Approval was also given to offer a new $250 000 reward for information that will lead to the 
apprehension and conviction of the person or persons responsible for the disappearance of Sarah McMahon. In an 
important reform, a new rewards framework that provides for rewards of up to $1 million was also approved. 
Rewards are a valuable tool for police, with the potential to generate information, leads and witnesses, which can 
help police to apprehend offenders and bring justice to grieving families. These significant improvements are part 
of the McGowan government’s commitment to community safety. 
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